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An Evening of Conversation, Screenings, and Chili, with Artist Andrew Ranville

Andrew Ranville, the first artist-in-residence at Import Projects (mid-March to mid-April), is currently 
carrying out research in preparation for programming planned for Autumn 2017 in collaboration with The 
Temporal School of Experimental Geography. 

During the evening Andrew will present his projects and research concerning the artist’s role in our new 
ecological reality, the mutability of geopolitical borders, global community and individual sovereignty 
amidst the rise of populist thought, and how to drink water from the bottom of a lake without drowning. In 
addition, for the first time publicly, Andrew will digitally screen a short selection of his experimental Super 
8 and 16mm films. Anja Henckel and Marietta Auras will share an overview of the program the Temporal 
School of Experimental Geography will be participating in later in 2017. Following the talk Andrew will 
share his signature Rabbit Island dish: a five bean sweet potato chili (veg friendly), inviting everyone to join 
in an open conversation concerning the issues raised. 

Andrew was born in Michigan, United States. He received his MFA from the Slade School of Fine Art, 
London in 2008. Since early 2016 he has been living and working nomadically. Andrew’s expeditions, 
installations, sculptures, architectural interventions, photographs, and films regularly explore landscape, 
conservation, and community. The balance between the formal and functional aspects of the work often 
elicits viewer interaction, and are realized using ecologically sensitive methods emphasizing 
revitalization and resilience. In February of 2016 he became a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, 
having presented at the annual Explore Conference since 2013. Andrew co-founded and developed the 
Rabbit Island Residency program in 2010. Each summer he welcomes a new group of international artists 
to live and work on a unique 91-acre wilderness island located in Lake Superior, the largest freshwater lake 
in the world.

Since 2012 Import Projects, a nonprofit curatorial initiative providing an experimental platform for 
contemporary cultural production and debate, primarily exploring the intersection of technology, personal 
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identity and community. We concentrate the work in the project space on the investigation and discussion 
of these changes in order to follow the constant manipulation at all levels. 

Over the course of the past 5 years, the program has received critical plaudits from media including 
Süddeutsche Zeitung (D), Frieze magazine (GB / D), i-D magazine (D), Spiegel (D), Rhizome (US), Sleek (D), 
Dazed and Confused (GB), Artforum (D / US). 

The initiators of Import Projects are Anja Henckel andNadim Samman. Both share a deep interest in 
interdisciplinary investigation of the extreme changes of our networked era, the risks, but also the
opportunities that they entail. 

MORE DETAILED INFORMATION http://import-projects.org/about.html
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